[A fatal rheumatoid pneumonitis following surgery for lung cancer].
A 64-year-old man was admitted to our division because of an abnormal mass with a diffuse reticular shadow seen on chest roentgenogram. A right upper lobectomy was performed after the diagnosis of lung cancer. From the 18th postoperative day he complained of dyspnea, which was caused by the exacerbation of rheumatoid pneumonitis based on rheumatoid arthritis, and died on the 44th postoperative day. The course of illness and clinicopathological analysis of this case is described in this paper.